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I f you survey a group of children and ask 
who their role models are, chances are that 
the vast majority will point to some kind of 
superhero. Whether it’s Superman weaving 

in and out of the clouds, Spiderman swinging 
from one skyscraper to the next, Captain America 
protecting the world from evil using his special 
vibranium shield, or the Hulk using his super 
strength to bring down an entire fleet of villains, 
there is likely a superhero out there that can inspire 
every child. 

Kids’ enthusiasm regarding these comic book 
characters makes perfect sense. But when I was a 
child, I was inspired by a different kind of hero: the 
ones in the courtroom.

Following my parents’ divorce when I was 3 years 
old, my mom went to night school to become a 
court reporter. Back in the ‘80s, software didn’t 
work as efficiently as it does now. So after my mom 
spent a long day in the courtroom transcribing 
every word spoken during the trial, she had to 
come home and edit those transcripts manually. I 
took note of how arduously she worked, and once 
I was old enough to do so, I earned my allowance 
by helping her edit at night. As I read those 
depositions, I closely followed the narrative of the 
case, paying special attention to the words spoken 
by the lawyers. Those lawyers quickly became my 
own personal heroes, and from then on, I decided I 
wanted to follow in their footsteps. 

After college, I got into law school 
at South Carolina School of 
Law, and during my first year, the 
professors had all of us practice 
trials in the classroom. That was 
when I really developed an interest for 
trial law. Then after that first year, I had 
the opportunity to intern with a trial law firm, 
and I knew from then on that I had found the area I 
wanted to focus in. It offered me the privilege of getting to help real people 
who truly needed it. The work is both challenging and stimulating because 
so many of the plaintiffs have been injured through no fault of their own. 
In so many of these cases, the clients were hardworking people whose 
injuries caused major disruptions in their lives and who were being taken 
advantage of by insurance companies. The satisfaction of being able to 
apply the skills I learned growing up and the ones I learned in law school 
to really make a difference in someone’s life was and still is a major reason 
why I am passionate about the work I do.

For nearly 20 years, I’ve been able to serve as a partner attorney at Howell 
& Christmas Law Firm as an instrument to help these clients get their 
lives back. I am pleased to announce that I will continue to serve people 
through my new firm, Christmas Law Firm. As of June 1, 2018, our new 
Summerville office has been open. We are excited to officially serve the 
Berkeley County area, and we’re especially ecstatic to be closer to so 
many of our clients, which will make their commute to our offices less 
difficult. As my team here at Christmas Law Firm takes these new steps 
forward, our primary goal is to still help as many people as we can in the 
best ways we know how. 

Christmas Tours

–Gary Christmas

There’s 
nothing 

quite like the 
magical lights 

of the holiday 
season, and some 

destinations in the U.S. have perfected the 
craft of holiday decoration. If you’re looking to 
get away this December and still engage in 
seasonal festivities, add one of these places 
to your must-visit list.

New York City’s Rockefeller Center
New York City is an iconic location for 
Christmastime. The scene is like a Hallmark 
card: Ice-skating lovers whiz past miles of 
twinkling lights underneath an exceptionally 
tall and amply decorated tree. The tree is 
specially selected by Rockefeller Center’s 
landscaping crews, who scout out trees years 
in advance. It remains lit from November to 
early January, so you have plenty of time to 
check it out. 

Ranch Christmas 
in Jackson, 
Wyoming
Jackson, 
Wyoming, 
takes its 
frontier culture 
to the next 
level during 
the Christmas 
season. All year, the 
city proudly displays four elk antler arches, 
but around the holidays, they are lit up with 
white string lights and flanked by snow. The 
Christmas decorations and 
lights surrounding the 
archway make for a 
Western-themed 
holiday pulled right 
out of a John Wayne 
classic. For holiday 
admirers looking for a 
unique spin, Jackson 
has you covered. 

Yearly Yuletide in Santa Claus, Indiana
This one’s for the Christmas lover. If you 
can’t make it out to Santa Claus, Indiana, 
this holiday season, you can still celebrate 
Christmas in this tiny Midwestern town in 
January, June, or even October. Embracing 
its unique name, the town boasts a museum, 
holiday shopping center, and a Christmas 
theme park. In a moving tribute, the town’s 
residents also write responses to children’s 
letters to Kris Kringle himself. It’s impossible to 
avoid holiday cheer in this town. 

Disney World’s Christmas Magic
What better place to celebrate the most 

magical time of the year than in the most 
magical place on Earth? Walt Disney 
World’s halls are decked to the max 
with a parade, gingerbread homes, 
strings of lights, and festive parties. 
Plus, costs to visit Disney World can be 

cheaper during the Christmas season, so 
keep an eye out for a vacation steal. 

A First Look at Christmas Law Firm 

Everything You’ll Need for an Ugly 
Sweater Christmas

What to Do When You’re in an Accident

Check Out This Recent Settlement!

New Office Changes!
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CheCk ouT ThiS reCenT SeTTlemenT!
$1,002,500 SETTLEMENT AWARD OBTAINED FOR A PROGRAM MANAGER/

FIRE CHIEF WHO WAS INJURED AT WORK

A FUN TREND YOU CAN EASILY FOLLOW!

In the last several decades, there has been a significant 
conversation in the U.S. about the alleged need to rein in 
frivolous lawsuits due to the media coverage of high settlements. 
But what many people don’t realize is that these types of 
settlements get the most media coverage due to their rarity. The 
news media doesn’t cover the kinds of settlements and verdicts 
happening in county courthouses and lawyers’ offices around the 
country every day — the ones that help an injured person seek 
justice and pay medical bills after someone caused them harm. It 
is for this reason that our team here at Christmas Law Firm wants 
to highlight a recent case where Gary Christmas was able to help 
an injured client get the help he desperately needed after he was 
injured through no fault of his own.

Last year, a program manager and fire chief was injured while 
he was working overseas. After a severe storm, he was walking 
down some exterior stairs that were completely covered in snow 
and ice, which caused him to slip and fall. The fall resulted in 

injuries to his lumbar spine, left hip, left knee, and left lower jaw. 
The fall also caused the client to suffer from trigeminal neuralgia, 
a chronic pain condition. The trigeminal nerve is responsible for 
carrying sensation from your face to your brain. This subsequent 
condition can trigger jolts of excruciating pain throughout a 
person’s body when they experience even mild stimulation to 
their face — brushing one’s teeth or even putting on sunscreen is 
often extremely painful. It’s fair to say that these injuries were not 
just devastating to the client; they rendered him unable to walk for 
months. After spending ample amounts of both money and time 
trying to recuperate from this fall, the client came to Christmas 
Law Firm simply looking for a way to get his life back. 

Fortunately, in June of this year, Gary Christmas obtained a 
$1,002,500 settlement to help pay for the damages and injuries 
the client suffered. Congratulations to our hardworking and 
determined client!

ugly 
SweaTer 
ParTieS

It’s speculated that the first ugly sweater 
party took place in Vancouver, Canada, back 
in 2001. Since then, the trend has become 
one of the most popular holiday party 
themes. Come Thanksgiving, you’ll start to 
see racks in all types of clothing stores lined 
with hideous sweaters. If you’re ready to 
jump on the ugly-sweater-party bandwagon 
this Christmas season, here are a few things 
to keep in mind.

Your Very Own Ugly Sweater

Ugly sweaters come in all shapes, sizes, 
and prices. You can head to H&M or a 
local thrift store to pick one up. However, 
if you have a sweater that’s been cozied 
up for years in the back of your closet or a 
drawer, now’s your chance to give it new life. 
Arm yourself with a hot glue gun, thread, 
and needle, and patch Santa, Rudolph, or 
Frosty on it. And let it be known that an ugly 
sweater isn’t complete without sparkles, 
beads, and sequins galore.

What Exactly Is an Ugly 
Sweater Party?

It’s rather simple — slip on your favorite 
Christmas sweater, gather all your friends 
and family members, make sure there are 
plenty of refreshments and games, and 
you’re guaranteed to have a top-tier party. 
A few ugly-sweater-themed games that 
should be on the agenda include an ugly 
gift exchange, which is similar to the white 
elephant exchange, except with the gaudiest 
gifts you can find; an ugly photo booth, 
complete with terrible, tacky props; and, of 
course, an ugly sweater contest. 

This is the only time of year when slipping 
into a lurid red sweater with a stuffed Santa 
sewn on the front is considered trendy. So 
adorn yourself in the frumpiest, tackiest 
sweater you can find, and have some fun 
this December! 
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more Than 
Car aCCidenTS

a new name and a 
new loCaTion

Our Firm Can Help With Any 
Type of  Roadway Col l is ion

Check Out These New 
Off ice Changes!

With the holiday season upon us, more 
people are hitting the highways. Between 
preparing and storing the pumpkin pie and 
sweet potatoes, picking out the best family-
photo attire, and wrangling the kids into the 
car, you may already be stressed by the time 
you get behind the wheel. But once you pull 
out of the driveway, you must now share the 
road with thousands of other drivers dealing 
with the same stress as you. The statistics 
regarding vehicular accidents between 
the months of November and January are 
higher than they are during any other of time 
of year. While our team here at Christmas 
Law Firm would never wish an accident on 
anyone, the sheer number of people on 
the road during the holidays heightens the 
likelihood of one occurring.

We have helped hundreds of drivers who 
have been injured through no fault of their 
own, but many people are still unaware of 
the variety of collision cases we handle. 
Our attorney, Gary Christmas, has ample 
experience working with plaintiffs who have 
been injured in accidents while driving 
cars, rental vehicles, long-haul trucks, 
motorcycles, and bicycles. He also takes on 
cases involving pedestrian accidents and 
ride-sharing collisions. 

If you’ve been in an accident, the first step 
you should take is to call the police. The 
next is to call an attorney who can evaluate 
your case and help you to determine the 
following:

1. Is there an individual or a company who 
could potentially be held liable for causing 
your collision?

2. What types of damages should you be 
entitled to as a result of your accident?

3. Can and should you pursue a claim to 
recover compensation for medical expenses, 
wage and income losses, pain and 
discomfort, emotional distress, and wrongful 
death?

If you or someone you know has been 
injured, it is important you consult with an 
experienced injury lawyer to help you recover 
the funds you need to try to move on. If you 
have any questions or want more information, 
don’t hesitate to call 844-924-8841.

LAUGH 
OUT LOUD!

While our team has enjoyed being a part of 
Howell & Christmas Law Firm for the last 20 

years, we have exciting news for our family 
of outstanding clients! First, we are pleased 

to announce that this year, we have opened our 
own office, Christmas Law Firm. Second, our firm 

is expanding — we have now opened our office in 
Summerville, South Carolina, to better serve you. We are very 

excited to officially become a part of the Berkeley County area and 
are especially thrilled to be closer to you. Please feel free to stop by 
and check out our new office anytime. We look forward to seeing and 
serving you there!


